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We hope everyone enjoyed Open Studios and
seeing the works of our local artists throughout
July, and now we’re all set for our holidays. Possibly! Everything we’ve
dreamed up so far has managed to fall victim to that Cancel Culture we’ve all
been hearing about. Third time lucky? We hope so! See you in October,
Caroline Matheson
Cover Picture: Girls who Love to Talk by Thomas Newbolt
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors

No Gas for Swaffham Prior
In last months Crier the Annual Assembly report of the heating scheme said that
we missed our opportunity to have gas many years ago. Each property had a questionnaire to see how many were interested. I can’t remember what the outcome was
but we were told that a connection was not possible as the village did not have
enough houses to make it feasible. Hardly a missed opportunity, we tried.

Ruth Stinton
Dear Editors,

Macmillan Cancer Relief Coffee Morning
Friday 24th September, 10.30 am - 12noon
Ruth Scovil's, The Oaks, Manor Farm Court, Swaffham Prior
Yes, we've reached that time of year again! At the time of writing it would seem
that we will be able to hold the coffee morning inside, probably with a few windows
open. There are some chairs in the garden for those who feel more comfortable being outside.
We will, of course, have the cake stall to which, I hope, you will contribute home
-made cakes, especially if you've taken up baking during our lockdowns. If you're
not a baker then I 'm sure there'll be plenty to select! The raffle will, once again, be
run more like a tombola so that you will be able to take your prize at the time of winning, instead of waiting until the end of the morning.
Everybody was so generous last year and I do hope that more of you will be able
to come this year. You may remember we were restricted to only six in each garden
last year which was quite challenging! So come and meet old friends, make some
new friends, and enjoy some coffee and biscuits at the same time.
Look forward to seeing you all on Friday 24th September, 10.30am - 12 noon at
The Oaks, Manor Farm Court, Lower End, Swaffham Prior.

Ruth Scovil

HELP REQUIRED FOR DELIVERY OF
THE SWAFHAM CRIER
Is there anyone who could help with the delivery of the Swaffham Crier
magazine in Lower End Swaffham Prior?
Please contact Pam Waters 01638 741035 (Distribution Manager) for
more details.
2

3

From our Reporter at the Parish Council Meeting
What a pity that no one on the PC appears to have seen the “Look East”
programme on Monday 5th July. I was able to watch the evening version which
someone had recorded. The midday version was longer. Mike Barker
revealed that it had been Emma Fletcher and himself who had
dreamed up the whole Heating Scheme, over a pizza and glass of
wine in his kitchen. What??? Surely it was a government proposal
which offered money to any council who wanted to explore the idea?
The following statement from the presenter also made
everybody gasp. She stated categorically that “half the village had
already signed up”. We all know that this is definitely not true.
What is really disturbing is that even though the longer lunch time edition had been
edited, no-one in the “team” corrected this error though they must have watched it.
Integrity, where have you gone?
Since then I have been approached by two people from different villages
congratulating me for being in such a go-ahead village. They had seen Look East, as
so many others will have done. People say that the digital world allows the
circulation of so many falsehoods. But what about the television and the press. Take
that one sided Times article which appeared on 1 January 2021. As someone said
after reading it – “I will never trust what I read in
the newspapers again.”
Look East: “half
In the July Crier the Editors raised some serious
Heating questions which still need to be answered,
the village has
especially if after a year or two the system is closed
already signed
down. While Stuart Warner’s letter in the same
up”. But we all
Crier is a plea that they should become clean about
know that this is
everything.
definitely not
So what were the PC’s concerns at its 8 th July
meeting. Paul wanted to know how many of the
true....
Sanctuary houses are not using oil at present. For
that matter how many Sanctuary houses are there, as
Sanctuary appears to be the current bed rock support
of the heating scheme. Also, does anyone know exactly how many houses there are
in Prior. The ECDC records appear to be a little out of date.
Amongst other items on the Agenda was the willingness of the Arts Group (I
hope everyone went to their July exhibition – well worth visiting) - the Arts Group
has offered to maintain the area in front the Pound which needs to be done on a
regular basis. All they want is permission to hold an Art Exhibition there one
weekend in August. This could be quite a challenge, could be very interesting, and
shows real initiative.
While on the Pound that old horny question of who owns the land where
the controversial road sign is has been raised again. Many years ago there was a
real battle in the Crier between John Norris and Alan Gould about this. It raged for
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ages until John eventually gave up. Alan Gould has a 17 th century document
supporting his claim to ownership. Steve has now taken up John's cause saying that
the PC owns the land, and that the Pound was originally on that site before being
moved to its present position. So, what is the PC evidence to support its claim to this
piece of land? This may well be based on Ruth Stinton, who as the then Clerk,
replied to an enquiry from a Mrs Willmott Dobbie regarding the Pound. Ruth wrote:
“The information that we have is that the Pound was first situated on
Stocks Green, the triangle of grass almost opposite, but at the request of a Mr. Witt,
who lived at Stocks Farm nearby, it was moved to its present position.
Mr. Witt complained of the noise.”
The letter is not dated. It is to be hoped that a PC member or a local sleuth/
historian will comb the PC minutes for more information and the date. A nice
diversion during these times. Meantime concerns continue about the new traffic sign.
At the July meeting, payment for an “additional Bill of £210” was agreed for
hire of the marquee. This is in addition to the £240 for the June meeting so we have
spent £450 so far. I wonder how much the total bill will be for all county
councils, district councils, city councils and parish councils in England, just because
the Government would not allow virtual/Zoom meetings – as they do for Parliament.
Again one must asked who made that decision, Not a difficult one surely.
Don’t forget to read Jude’s full report online as the Crier version which, for
space reasons, is often very much reduced. There are some real gems. Such as use of
water from the allotment tap. It seems “it was all getting a bit heated”. The start of a
real feud?
Next Month. Josh Schumann is in the news again.

Alastair Everitt

Farewell to the Mother. This beautiful straw construction on Moore’s Drove at
Wicken Fen is to be decommissioned in September after two years in place.
See page 25
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Heating Project

Questions and Answers from the Crier
Part 3
Last month The Crier asked a couple of questions arising from the final version of the contract (the Heat Supply Agreeement or HSA) which had just appeared on the project’s web site. Having not had
an answer from the team we went to the drop-in
session in the Village Hall on Saturday 31 July
where we were pointed in the direction of the
latest leaflet which was about to be distributed.
This refers to these questions.
The first question concerned the guaranteed
supply temperature now being defined as being
between 72°C and 62°C depending on the outside temperature rather than the 72°C in winter
as originally promised. The answer notes that “The temperatures outlined are
minimum supply temperatures, they are designed to work with standard ‘wet radiators’, these are typically designed to keep houses warm at temperatures of 60°
C”. This ignores the discussion they had with the village a while back which led
to 72°C being offered as an answer to people’s concerns that their systems were
currently operating at around 72°C and that it isn’t clear that older houses and/or
older radiators would cope at lower temperatures. They may but it’s an unwelcome uncertainty.
The second question concerned the addition of a clause to the contract allowing the Council to close down the scheme with a year’s notice with no compensation to users. We would then have to find an alternative way to heat our houses.
The answer really just confirms that this is the case with the added note that “Heat
networks and heat pumps are proven technology and the Council is confident that
the scheme being offered to residents will be in demand by householders as a cost
effective option for the village”.
It’s not surprising that the Council want these changes but it’s not a great confidence builder that they’ve been added after better terms appeared to have been
agreed and, in the case of the termination clause, without any official publicity.
Caveat emptor, I guess. Make sure you read the whole contract carefully before signing anything. And bear in mind that older radiators may need replacing to
produce sufficient heat.
James Matheson

From the Heating Project Website
www.heatingswaffham-prior.co.uk/designnow - to book a design survey
www.heatingswaffham-prior.co.uk/hsa - for Heat Supply Agreement (2021)
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Julie’s Summer Favourites

TOMATAKIA GEMISTA
(Baked tomatoes stuffed with rice, pine nuts and Kefalotiri cheese)
12 beef tomatoes
½ tsp sugar
200ml extra virgin olive oil
2 garlic cloves, finely chopped
2 medium onions, finely chopped
200g long grain rice
400ml chicken stock

50g lightly toasted pine nuts
2 tbsp chopped mint
2 tbsp chopped parsley
50g finely grated Greek Kefalotiri
cheese or parmesan
Salt and pepper

1.Preheat the oven to 180C. Take 2cm slice off of each tomato, scoop out the
pulp from inside the tomato and roughly chop.
2.Sprinkle inside a little salt and pepper and a pinch of sugar. Pack the tomatoes
close together in a oven proof dish, ready for stuffing.
3.For the stuffing, heat 100ml of olive oil in a pan, add the garlic and onion and
cook gently for 10 mins until soft and lightly browned. Add the tomato pulp and any
juices and leave to simmer, stirring every now and again until it is reduced and concentrated in flavour.
4.Stir in the rice and stock, season well, bring to the boil and simmer for 15 mins.
The rice will only be partly cooked at this stage. Stir in the toasted pine nuts,
chopped mint, parsley and grated cheese.
5.Spoon the mixture into the tomatoes, leaving a little room at the top for the rice
to expand, cover with the tomato tops which were cut off and baste them all with the
remaining oil.
6. Bake for 60- 80 mins until the tomatoes are tender and slightly browned.

Courgette, tomato & Parmesan gratin
½ tbsp olive oil
1 small onion, finely chopped
2 garlic cloves crushed
1 dried bay leaf
2 x 400g tinned chopped tomatoes
10g fresh basil, finely chopped
2 large courgettes. Trimmed and sliced

lengthways into 1cm thick slices
1 large egg lightly beaten
70g plain flour
150g mozzarella grated
50g panko breadcrumbs
30g Parmesan, finely grated

1.Heat the oil in a pan and fry the onions until soft, add the garlic, bay leaf and
cook for a further minute. Add the chopped tomatoes and simmer for about 20 mins,
season well, remove the bay leaf and add the chopped basil.
2. Preheat the oven to 200C. Put the egg in a shallow bowl and flour onto another, then lightly coat each courgette slice in egg and then the flour. Arrange half
the courgettes to cover the bottom of a baking dish, then scatter over half the mozzarella and then half the tomato sauce. Repeat the layers once more to use all the ingre7

dients. On the top scatter the breadcrumbs and the parmesan. Bake in the oven for
35mins until golden brown and bubbling at the edges, Serve with a crisp green salad.
Serves 4

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service

Be Water Aware
Whilst the sun is shining, it might prove tempting to cool down with a dip in a
local river, canal, flooded quarry or lake. But please think twice before you do.
There can be hidden dangers beneath the surface that can have deadly consequences.
Every year firefighters are called to incidents where people, both adults and children, get into difficulty when taking a dip in open water.
The water may look inviting and calm on the surface but, there may still be
strong undercurrents, especially near locks, that could pull even the strongest swimmer under. Also, there may be rubbish such as shopping trolleys and all manner of
rubble hidden in which you could become entrapped. Broken glass on the bottom
can inflict cuts leading to serious , sometimes deadly, infections.
The water may feel relatively warm on the surface but, just a few inches below, it
can be icy cold even on hot days. This can cause ‘cold water shock’ meaning the
water can be so cold that it takes your breath away making swimming extremely
difficult. Should you find yourself in such a situation do not struggle or panic – float
on your back. Your clothes will have some air in them helping you to float more
easily. After 60 to 90 seconds the cold water shock will pass allowing you to breath
more normally and swim to safety. If you can’t swim – don’t go in.
If you see someone in trouble in water;

Immediately call 999 – do not hesitate – providing clear details of your location. Request Fire Service if inland.

Try to reach out to the person with a stick, branch or belt, keeping low to
avoid being pulled in yourself.

Send someone to the nearest road to direct the emergency services to the incident.

Throw in a life ring, if available or anything that might help them float.

If the person submerges, mark on the water’s edge, with clothing or anything
handy, the point where they were last seen.

Download the free what3words app to help the emergency services pinpoint
the location.

Smoke Alarms
Test each of the smoke alarms on every floor of your home every month. Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service carry out free home visits to make sure homes
are properly protected and safe. If you have less mobile friends and neighbours
please help them stay safe and well – observing all current anti-Covid protocols.
Visit this website for helpful tips and advice: https;//firekills.campaign.gov.uk
It takes only one accident to start a fire – Fire Kills – let’s prevent it !

Michael White
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Bottisham Village College
Adult Learning
Thank you for your patience and support over the
last few months where Covid-19 restrictions have
made it difficult for us to provide some courses.
We are now looking forward to welcoming you back in September
when we will be offering:
Astronomy
Calligraphy
Cinematography
Dressmaking
French Beginners
Spanish Beginners
Indian Cookery
Italian Cookery
Introduction to Counselling
Painting and Drawing – Mixed Media
Patchwork and Quilting
Pottery and Ceramics
Stained Glass
Tai Chi for Relaxation
RHS Horticulture
Yoga

Maths GCSE in One Year (FREE*)
*for adults who do not have a Maths GCSE Grade C(4) or above

For full details please visit our website:
www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning
Tel: 01223 811372 email: adultlearning@bottishamvc.org
Facebook: BottishamAdultCommunityLearning or Twitter: @CommunityEdBott
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News from Bottisham Surgery
Like all GP practices across Cambridgeshire & Peterborough, our GPs and staff
team are working under unprecedented pressure to deliver care to our patients.
Since January 2021 our practice team has been helping deliver nearly 20,000
COVID vaccinations at East Barnwell Health Centre as part of the Cambridge City
Primary Care Network; we also delivered vaccinations to our local nursing and residential home patients.
We have implemented different ways of working during the pandemic and are
continuing to do all we can to provide care that is safe for our patients and protects
our staff.
In order to ensure that our clinical team can continue to offer safe and timely care
to our patients in the face of this unprecedented demand, please consider whether an
appointment is necessary, or if one of the services below may be more appropriate:

Pharmacies can provide over the counter medications for hayfever, insect
bites, colds, sore throats and much more along with general advice for minor
ailments.

The Minor Injuries Unit in Ely is available if you think you need an x-ray or
have minor cuts and bruises which need dressing.

Please contact your local dentist in relation to dental issues, we cannot prescribe medications for dental problems.

Patients are also able to refer themselves to Physiotherapy Services and to the
Psychological Wellbeing service without seeing a GP – details available on
our website.

111 are available for general advice and will guide you to the right service if
you’re unsure where you need to go.
Please support our GPs and staff at this difficult time

.

Key Facts – April 2021
Number of appointments – 3373 (equivalent to 57% of our practice
population)
Number of Face to Face appointments – 1392 (41%)
Number of patients seen the same day – 2807 (83%)
Number of patients seen in less than 3 days - 3043 (90%)
Number of patients seen in less than 7 days – 3263 (96%)
Only 1% patients did not attend their appointment – 99% attendance
rate
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Out on the Wildside
Grooving like a Kingfisher!
Who could honestly not love kingfisher birds? They are beautiful to look at and
beautiful to learn about.
This sparrow-sized bird has the
typical short-tailed, large-headed
kingfisher profile with a gorgeous
metallic blue upper plumage and
an orange under plumage, with a
long thin bill ideal for plucking
fish out the water and insects out
the air. Of course it’s not common to see them in the upper area
of the village because kingfisher’s
live near water sources only. But
you don’t have to wonder to far to
be able to spot one-swaffham
Bulbeck fen, reach fen and the
appropriately named kingfisher
fen on the other side of Burwell
are all great places to go kingfisher watching.
The kingfisher we know and love in our part of the world is known as the common kingfisher which I think is a ironic really since the common kingfisher was
declining rapidly in numbers in the UK until recently- However even more recent
data has shown that they might be making a comeback. Kingfishers are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act- It is illegal to take, kill or
injure a kingfisher or its nest, eggs or young, or to intentionally disturb the birds
during breeding season. King fisher’s can be found in area’s around lakes and rivers and any slow moving bodies of water. They seem the ideal hunter, flying rapidly, eying prey closely and exacting the right moment for capturing their target
with immense precision. Those rivers with overhanging branches make for ideal
perches upon which kingfishers may begin their hunt for prey. Kingfishers are resident all year round in the UK, although they may exhibit some short migratory behavior, for instance over harsh winters they may migrate near to coastal areas, but
rarely further than that. Their favorite food is small river fish like sticklebacks and
river shrimp which they pluck out of the shallows using their lovely fine bill. They
watch from a convenient perch for the fry of coarse fish like roach and perch,
before they crash dive for their dinner. And did you know that A kingfisher
was said to be the first bird to fly from Noah’s ark after the deluge, supposedly received the orange of the setting sun on its breast and the blue of the sky on its back.
It was considered a symbol of peace, promising prosperity and love.
But it’s no easy ride for kingfishers, they need to consume their own body
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weight in fish each day to avoid
starving to death which sadly is
one of the most common causes
of kingfishers dying. Kingfishers
do not build a nest, instead, they
nest inside a tunnel, which is
typically around 30-90cm in
length, located next to a river
bank of slow-moving water. Both
males and females take turns at
incubating the eggs, and feeding
is shared each year. They can
have around 6 to 7 eggs in each
clutch, however sadly only two or
three may make it to adulthood.
The early days for fledged juveniles are more hazardous; during
its first dives into the water, about
four days after leaving the nest, a
fledgling may become waterlogged and drown. Many young
will not have learned to fish by
the time they are driven out of
their parents' territory, and only
about half survive more than a
week or two. Most kingfisher’s die of cold or lack of food, and a severe winter can
kill a high percentage of the birds. Summer floods can destroy nests or make fishing
difficult, resulting in starvation of the brood.
But there is some good news for these stunning birds- Efforts are underway to
clean up waterways and preserve, or make anew, places for these birds to live. This
is in part thanks to special grants being made available, and farmers returning land
to its former use. And in Norfolk and the cambridgeshire fens where we are, kingfishers are also on the increase, thanks to a helping hand with building their
burrows from the Middle Level Commissioners, who oversee the network of
drains and rivers which prevent the Fens from flooding. Engineers have
bored holes through the pilings and headwalls which reinforce banks and
sluices, to give the tiny feathered fisherfolk a head start getting on the housing ladder.
So the next time you go for a walk, why not have a stroll
down to the river and try to spot a kingfisher grooving about in all their
techno color glory.

Saffra Monteiro
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Compiled by NIBOR

Crossword Number 187

This month’s puzzle is a simple cryptic crossword. Send your answers to the
editors by 18th September 2021. The first correct solution out of the hat will win
a £20 meal voucher for the Red Lion—see the pub manager for full details.
NB: emailed solutions are acceptable but please include “CROSSWORD” and the
crossword number in the header
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Name:…………………………………………………………………….……...
Address:...……………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………Tel:……………………………....
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7 Corrupt corporation loses part of
river (7)

Across
1 Set off with men to back street then
rushed to emporium (10,5)

8 Legalise Hun gang producing Aryan
characters (7,8)

9 Platform on which to wash spar (7)

14 Great dish for NFL championship (5,4)

10 Success in new innings (7)
11 Vegetable found on charged particle (5)

17 New hair, we hear, is always found
in check (7)

12 Pipe or pen used to make sausage (9)
13 Rump steak first then out of bed for
toast (7,2)

19 First island was only just in mid
Atlantic; this island is in the
Pacific (3,4)

15 Splash and start singing lots of
solemn hymns (5)
16 Sleeping gangster made a bundle... (5)
18 ...for each person in skyscraper
capital (3,6)

15 Clarity of a cape that is too high (9)

21 Bad wart on her head causes great
anger (5)
22 Sedate and good man gets help (5)

20 Enthusiastic people may keep the
lights on? (4,5)

Solution to crossword no. 186
F
V A R I
I
A
L O N G
L
M
M A J E S
N
G L U T
A
A
U N P L U
G
Q U A R A
I
E
D E L T
Y

23 Bad smell about rebel leader; that's
the point (5)
24 Storm is also about darn mess (7)
25 A Crimea disposition for us (7)
26 Scheduled items a disaster for bark
beetle malady (5,3,7)
Down
1 Bluecoat mobs did assemble but
become confused (15)
2 Greek character has an opening to
first musician (7)

B
O
E
A N T
V I
S
I
A
S E C O N D
E
E
T I C
S O
O
C
M O V I E
A
I
G
D I S T
E
T
N T I N E
T
N
P
A
S P U T
S
T
P

D
R U S
E
A
W A V E
E
C I A L
O
L
S I L T
T
A N C E
R
H
R O A R
I
L
N I K
G

3 Bird cover for medieval outlaw (5,4)
4 1009 at university in confusion (3-2)
We congratulate Trish Whitehead, the
winner of last month’s competition,
who will receive her prize certificate
from the editors. Honourable mentions
go to the Joyner Family.

5 Guardian maybe gives points to
dissertation (9)
6 Carol has note to burn (5)
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Swaffham Prior Village Photo Albums

Hay Making & Harvest
photographs by Thomas Cooper, early 1900s
For the August/September Crier we're sharing two photographs taken
over a hundred years ago at the busiest time of year in the village – harvest
time.
It’s hard to imagine the amount of physical work that was traditionally
required to bring in the hay & grain crops. It was the labouring men of the
village who did most of it: scything by hand, carting with horses and then
stacking by hand. Women and children would also be out in the fields at
times, helping with the jobs at ground level: perhaps raking up or tying
sheaves. Horse drawn mowers and reaping and binding machines were in use
on some farms in England from the middle of the 19th century and may have
been used in Swaffham Prior in Thomas Cooper’s day but, as these photographs show, a lot of the work at harvest was still being done by hand.
One photograph is probably taken in a field along Lower End (it’s possibly Ivy Farm and dovecote in the background?) and shows four labourers in
sun hats and shirtsleeves wielding their sharpened scythes at a safe distance
from one another. The manager wears a smart jacket and sits on his horse for
Thomas Cooper's photograph. The emerging haystack can just be seen in the
background far left of the photograph.
Thomas Cooper has taken his camera into the fields outside the village
for this month's second picture. An enormous stack has been built, higher
than a house! It’s not clear whether the hay cart is being used to bring fresh
hay or straw to the stack or to take it away but it is undoubtedly hot work.
Jackets are piled in a heap and a bottle of something refreshing stands in
front of the farm dog. One man balances a pitch fork of hay over his shoulder
and a man and woman stand in the cart to help load or unload. Another
woman holds the collared horse, keeping it still for her companions in the
cart as well as for the benefit of the photographer. The woman on the right is
perhaps looking at the dog - who can’t keep still, of course!
Celia Tyler 0780 450 8335

References:
Cambridgeshire Collection, Local Studies Library - free public access to archive
photographs.
Two Churches Together, a History of Swaffham Prior by Sylvie Short, 2013
https://merl.reading.ac.uk/ Museum of English Rural Life, University of Reading
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Red2Green News
Cogs2Computers, our Heritage Lottery funded project, comes to an end in July,
and so we hosted an end of project celebration event on 7th July. An incredible success, we were so fortunate that the predicted rain stayed away and the wind wasn't
too bad. Learners from Red2Green enjoyed presenting their work, and Swaffham
Bulbeck Primary school delivered some amazing presentations of their own. Andy
Hamilton, Red2Green patron was with us for the day and was highly impressed by
the work shown.
As our project is funded by The National Lottery Heritage Fund we provided a
lucky dip for people who attended. There were some winners on the scratch cards,
and a few on the Lotto lucky dips too, which we are sure was a pleasant surprise!
Over these last few weeks of the project, we have been looking at assistive technology and how it helps people with disabilities. Clients and learners have been designing assistive technology devices and we have been astonished by some of their
wonderful ideas.
Meanwhile, back in the service, our Monday Aspirations group have been hard at
work walking around Swaffham Bulbeck picking up all types of litter. We have
even gone as far as Bottisham and almost all the way to Lode. Rubbish was sorted
into recycling and non- recycling, and we collected the rubbish using our litter pickers, working in teams of two - a bag holder and a litter picker.
Some of the strangest items we collected were a car mirror and part of its
bumper! Also, a cardboard tube measuring two metres! It is a job our guys really
enjoy, and it keeps us fit too. We love to contribute to the surrounding areas in a
positive way.
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Over at the Red2Green garden, we are excited to announce we are now able to
take card payments. If you want to splurge on some beautiful blooms, or some of our
colourful, delicious vegetables, you can now do so even if you aren’t carrying cash.
Many of our vegetables are ready to be dug, and we even have fresh rhubarb, cut to
order. Learners have been making up hanging baskets, pots and planters, for those
who aren’t as keen to exercise their green thumb. Our compost has been flying off
the shelves too, and we now stock a peat-free variety. Local delivery is available
within a three mile radius of the site at Bottisham. Open to the public Monday to
Friday, 9:30am til 4pm.

East Anglian Air Ambulance Starts Flying 24/7
30th June was a landmark moment for the provision of emergency critical care
in our region, as EAAA started flying 24/7 for the first time. The gap between
01:30 and 07:00, when there had previously been no helicopter emergency service
coverage, is now closed as East Anglian Air Ambulance became the first air ambulance in the East of
England to fly 24 hours a day. This is a great achievement in terms of life saving potential.
Becoming a 24/7 service for East Anglia has been
a long-term ambition, the initial research for which
started four years ago. Since then, the raising of an
additional £1million per year has been necessary to
fund the additional operating hours, increasing car
cover to 24/7, building a new operational base and
now flying 24/7.
EAAA deploys two Critical Care Teams, Anglia
One and Anglia Two, which operate from Norwich
and Cambridge airports respectively, to take the A and
E department to the patient, by air or by car, wherever they might be in Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Norfolk or Suffolk. The highly skilled specialist doctor and
critical care paramedics have been operating 24/7 by rapid response vehicle since
March 2020. Now that service is augmented by a 24/7 helicopter operation too –
potentially very much faster.
By becoming a 24/7 service, by air and by car, it is estimated that around 600
extra taskings per year will help hundreds more patients in their hour of need.
Last year, crews were tasked more than 500 times at night by RRV alone, demonstrating the demand that exists overnight.
None of this would have been possible without your generous support –
Please, Please continue generously supporting this wonderful charitable undertaking via the Red Collection Boxes, joining the EAAA Lottery and by bequests in
your will ( no matter how large or not so large ! ).
Thank you.
Together – we save lives.

Michael White
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The Reading Group Reads...

How to Label a Goat
By Ross Clark
Ross Clark, who lives in Reach, had such fun
exposing the petty and bizarre rules which quite
often oppress us. This is a serious book which
both makes us laugh and gasp with disbelief. All
members recounted stories of unreasonable rules
accusing originators of “watching their own backsides”. The EU was always accused of burdening
the British nation with excessive petty bureaucracy but it has been shown that the EU was only
responsible for 77%. The rest is our own gold
plating, once our own people get hold of it. As
someone pointed out the French, German and
others treat the rules “sensibly” by ignoring what they consider “inappropriate”
for their nations. We however like to follow the rules. And slavishly follow it to
the letter,
Everyone had their favourite examples including the news that there are 45
pages of instructions on how to correctly label a sheep or a goat, Or the proposed
inclusion in a gambling bill of a clause limiting the value of fairground teddy
bear prizes from £8 to £5 as the more expensive teddy could tempt the child into
a gambling habit later in life. And one which outclasses anything that Sir Humphrey ever produced is the gobbledygook produced by the Australian Taxation
Office.
We are always being promised that excessive bureaucratic nonsense will
decrease. But this is like trying to hold back the tide. It is still coming out. In
July the Times revealed that 21 pieces of information and expertise are required
by anyone offering to help administer coronavirus vaccines. The result is that
former doctors and nurses are faced with “dispiriting layers of red tape” involving dozens of online modules such as conflict resolution, human rights, data security, fire training etc.
To illustrate how bureaucracy can even creep in at our local level, the
Group was given a picture of the Parish Council notice outside the Children’s
Playground. This had just been taken down but previously it had been up for
months. The reason it was to protect the backside of the PC in case it was proven
that a child became infected with Corona19 by using the equipment. No-one in
the Group had read it and I doubt whether many others in the village had done so
either. Comments on it questioned the practicability and sense of the notice, and
each Statement was questioned. Why should you “NOT eat or drink in the playground”? Will any PC member wanting to use the slide demonstrate how to
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“wipe down the play equipment where it has been touched before and after use”.
With due notice such a performance could get a full house. The overall response
was “How could our Parish Council have issued such a notice?”
Next month we will be discussing Anne Tyler’s Redhead by the Side of the
Road on Wednesday 4th August at 6.00pm and then The Heart’s Invisible Furies
by John Boyne on Wednesday September 1st.
Alastair Everitt

Anglesey Group Mothers’ Union

With the lifting of government restrictions, our first meeting since
pandemic regulations began is planned for Thursday 19th August.
This will be a tea and cake afternoon to celebrate the 145th Anniversary of
Mothers’ Union and our being able to meet up as a group again. The event will
be held in St. James’ Churchyard Lode, and if wet will take place in the church.
To add that little bit of fun to the afternoon members have been invited to wear
something blue and yellow if they wish (the MU colours). No doubt this will be
a great opportunity to chat and catch up with each other, and give some time to
discuss how we all feel about moving forward comfortably with future meetings
in a ‘new normal’ way.
Ann Langran

The Swaffhams’ WI
After 17 whole months, the W.I. were able to meet, have a
lovely garden party, in a member’s garden in Commercial End
and have a very special reunion. The sun of course shone, we
kept cool under the trees, eat celebratory cake and strawberries and drunk
delicious champagne and Buck’s Fizz, supplied by a birthday girl.
We are off course hoping that this is the fore runner of many more ‘normal’
meetings. Time, Boris and Covid will tell.
Next month we are planning a lunch party down on the Fen and then
returning to the village hall in September.
We always welcome new members.
Margaret Joyce
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From our District Councillors
Charlotte Cane &
John Trapp
Planning Committee on 7 July approved a 350
dwelling development on Newmarket Road, Burwell. The main issue of concern for local residents
in Bottisham ward is the impact on the junction
between Isaacson Road and Newmarket Road,
which is the route for many of us to Exning and
Newmarket.
The Operational Services Committee on 14
June approved the Council’s second Environment
and Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan,
including appointing a new part-time, temporary
Climate Change and Natural Environment Senior
Officer. They welcomed the publication of the Interim Recommendations of the
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Climate Change Commission and agreed to work
with partners to help take forward those recommendations wherever practical and
viable to do so.
They agreed that the Council should become an official supporter of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough against Scams Partnership. With scams becoming an
increasing problem for people, this partnership helps our residents protect themselves from scams. If you get an email, phone call or text and you are unsure of the
sender do not:

visit the website

open any attachments

disclose any personal or payment information
There are quite a few scams at the moment claiming to be from HMRC, often
offering Covid payments/refunds. HMRC have advised that they will never send
notifications by email about tax rebates or refunds.
Full Council met on 15 July and approved the Boundary Commission Proposals
for the Parliamentary seat of East Cambridgeshire that will include the whole of East
Cambridgeshire and two wards from South Cambridgeshire. The re-allocation is as a
result of two more seats having been allocated to Cambridgeshire.
East Cambs Covid-19 Coordination Hub is arranging Community Covid Support
event for Bottisham. Lode, Burwell, Swaffham Bulbeck, Swaffham Prior, and
Reach. (Covid restrictions allowing). This will be held on Saturday the 21 st of August at Mandeville Hall, Burwell.
The Hub has been continually engaging with a wide variety of agencies, community groups, mutual aid groups and communities to understand the needs of local
people throughout the pandemic. It is recognised that new issues have emerged due
to the pandemic and as we enter into further easing of government restrictions, we
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wish to ensure that communities across East Cambridgeshire have access to the support and services that they require. Therefore the Hub is pleased to announce this
programme of multi-agency events aimed at showcasing the support and services
that they are able to provide to local people in response to their situations.
The format of the day will be a drop in event from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
ECDC had another email outage, and it may be that emails to us have been
lost; please re-send your email if you had no response from us.
Our next Councillors’ Surgery and meet your Councillors will be on Tuesday 21
September at 6.30 p.m. This will be held by Zoom – Meeting ID: 865 7631 8040,
Passcode: 490667. If you prefer to join by telephone, the number is 01314 601196.

Can you Help?
The recent reduction on overseas aid has hit greatly effected
WaterAid.
Each year I organise an annual walk/jog/run/crawl/dog walk around the Swaffham Bulbeck
Denny to create a donation for WaterAID

It’s a very simple activity open to all ages.
Each person/animal contributes £2 plus any donation to the fund.
The challenge is to complete at least 3 laps of the Denny (which equates to about
a mile).
In Tanzania the group from the Benefice met women who walked up 3-5miles to
fetch fresh water.

Included in the £2 are refreshments at the end of your laps
Date SEPTEMBER 18th
TIME: 1000-1200
Enter the date on your calendar now!
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News from Wicken Fen
August
The Summer Nature Trail is open!
Our seasonal walk around the
edge of Sedge Fen has reopened after
its annual rest over the cold and wet
months of the year. The delicate peat
soils have had time to recover, and
the lush fen foliage and pops of colourful fen flowers are a joy to see.
The route is just over 2 miles in
length and is a beautiful and tranquil
walk for a summer stroll.
Please note that it’s not necessary
to book for visits to Wicken Fen anymore. As government restrictions
have changed and more places are
open, we’re able to manage safe visitor
flow without the need to pre-book.

Yellow Loosestrife in bloom on the Fen

Summer of Fun
We’re planning a series of drop-in activities across the school holidays including
self-led trails through the reserve, pond dipping, mini beast hunting and introduction
to balance bike sessions. See the programme on page 30..

‘Footprints’ Community Engagement Project
Work on Wicken Fen Nature Reserve’s exciting new heritage project, Footprints,
has begun. Made possible by money raised by National Lottery players, the project
will focus on creating opportunities for local people to access a range of recreational
activities and to connect with nature, understand the cultural value of this special
place, and be part of its story. We‘re grateful to the National Lottery Heritage Fund
for supporting this project.
As part of our Footprints project, we’re launching an Annual Neighbourhood
BioBlitz over the Bank Holiday weekend this August: Saturday 28, Sunday 29, and
Monday 30 August. We want as many families as possible to get involved by spotting and recording as many species as possible in their community. This could be in
your garden at home, or in your village community green spaces. We’ll be making
downloadable resources available to help you with identifying what you find and
recording it, and a team of experts will be available to help you via our social media
channels too. We’re hoping that children, young people, and local communities will
enjoy learning more about the nature on their doorstep. Keep an eye on our online
channels for more information.
For the latest information please visit our website and keep an eye on our social
media feeds www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wicken-fen
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....and for
September
‘Footprints’ Community Engagement Project
Our community engagement activities for September include an exciting
cycling adventure using the Mobile
The Mother
Adventures app (working with Healthy
You: East Cambridgeshire District
Council). You’ll be able to explore areas of the wider reserve and local villages by
bike, solving clues about local places and heritage along the way. We’re also planning outreach talks and activities in schools (working with Ely Museum) and with
local organisations. Keep the date for our Vision Festival on Saturday 2 October,
when we’ll be showcasing project activities, volunteer opportunities and celebrating
the Wicken Fen Vision. We will shortly begin recruitment for community archaeology and local walks leader volunteers; if you’d like to express an interest in either
of these opportunities, please email julia.hammond@nationaltrust.org.uk To keep
up to date with all our new community engagement activities see https://bit.ly/
WFFootprints

Mucky Pups returns
Mucky Pups monthly outdoor adventures for under 5s will start on 15 September
led by experienced staff from Burwell House. Sessions will be 10:30-12:00 or 13:3015:00 at Wicken Fen. Booking is essential – please contact Burwell House on 01638
741256 or email burwell.house@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

‘Murmurations’ - 17, 18 and 19 September
This site-specific theatrical experience was written by playwright Steven Waters
whose recent Song of the Reeds, starring Mark Rylance, was on Radio 4. Tangled
Feet theatre ensemble will be selling tickets for performances via Eventbrite. You
can find a link to ‘Murmurations’ information on our website homepage (see link
below).

Farewell to MOTHER....
It’s your last chance to see MOTHER... After 2 years in place on Moore’s Drove,
the Studio Morison artwork will be decommissioned w/c 27 September, so do take
the chance over the next couple of weeks to have a few moments sitting and contemplating in this unique space. There will be a final event on Saturday 25 September to
celebrate its time here; more information can be found at
www.wysingartscentre.org ; tickets via Eventbrite.
For the latest information please visit our website and keep an eye on our social
media feeds www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wicken-fen
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Notes from the Parish Council meeting
Thursday 8th July 2021
Mr John Covill chaired a meeting of six parish councillors and one member of
the public. Also attending was Cllr Charlotte Cane of East Cambs District Council.

Reports
A report from Cllr Cane had been circulated by email before the meeting.
The Chair invited questions.
Cllr Latchford asked for comments on the length of vehicle restriction for Reach.
Cllr Cane said that she’d thought Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) would
consult with Swaffham Prior and that she would be speaking to CCC about this.
However, there was a genuine need for the restriction as there was regular damage to
a garden wall, houses clipped and most years a vehicle would get stuck on the corner
in question. Cllr Latchford argued that there were mechanisms in place to claim for
damages done and that the restriction would cause inconvenience for many others,
but was not addressing a safety issue. Cllr Cane declined to comment on this last
point.

Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)
The Clerk to write to Heating Scheme asking how many of the potential users of
the system are not on oil heating systems currently as this would effect the overall
carbon savings.

Correspondence for consideration/circulation:
Email from M Barker of Swaffham Prior Art Group re Pound. It was agreed that
the PC would take the Arts Group up on their kind offer to maintain the area
immediately in front of the Pound and also agree to allow an art exhibition to be
staged by the group in the Pound one weekend in August.
Email from L Arksey and others re overgrown footpaths. The Clerk to write to
Crier with request that parishioners cut back their vegetation where it is obstructing
footpaths and to the owners of the property where overgrown trees are alleged to
have damaged passing tractors and lorries on Station Road. Cllr Kent-Phillips to
contact Highways regarding obstruction of a streetlight by trees.
Emails regarding the Devil’s Dyke campsite. It was noted that ECDC planning
had been consulted and that no action or investigation could start until the site was in
use.
Email inviting views on Isleham’s draft Neighbourhood Plan and Reach draft
Neighbourhood Plan. Links to both plan consultations to go on the village Facebook
page.
Emails asking for PC support for Village Hall grant for hearing loop. Agreed.
Emails from Highways and ECDC regarding signage for the Reach Traffic
Restriction Order. A question over the ownership of the land where the sign has been
erected was raised. A parishioner thinks he owns it and has 17 th century
documentation to support this; Cllr Kent-Phillips stated that the PC own the land – it
was formerly the site of the Pound and Keep and already has the war memorial and
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the Land Girls memorial on it. Cllr Covill noted that the sign would not be seen by
anyone using Rogers Road and Cllr Latchford suggested that it could be sited on the
B1102.

To review and adopt a revised Code of Conduct
This was agreed by a majority.

To discuss the maintenance and development of the cemetery.
It was agreed that repair work to the main path and the levelling out of the new
grave plot area would be carried out by Meads Construction.
The purchasing pf the bricks and metal work needed for marking out the new
grave plots was to be looked into by Cllrs Camps and Latchford.
It was noted that there had been some complaints about the wildflowers in the
cemetery looking unkempt; the PC agreed to leave the wildflowers until the end of
the summer and then mow the site.

To discuss ideas for replacing the wooden climbing frame in
playground
Cllr Kent-Phillips noted that the RoSPA report said that the wooden climbing
frame was not immediately dangerous but was coming to the end of its life and
would need replacing . Jon Taw had been asked to quote for repairing/replacing the
beams in question, but there was the question of what to replace it with if the quote
proved uneconomical. It was decided to wait for the quote from Jon Taw before
proceeding.
Cllr Durrant had been offered two spring rockers for installation at the
playground, which would require approximately £200 worth of safety matting
around them. It was agreed that these would be installed by Andy Martin.

To discuss the use of water from the allotment tap
Cllr Kent-Phillips noted that the latest water bill was £88 for a quarter – there is
no leak so water is still being taken. A parishioner had supplied a list of dates and
times when the hosepipe leading to the horse trough was connected. The Garden
Allotment Plot holders were blaming the horse owner and vice versa – it was all
getting a bit heated. It was calculated that the horses use approximately 1m3 per
month, but this left roughly 33m3 unaccounted for. The readings taken were accurate
and the meter readings were not changing overnight. It was agreed that Cllr KentPhillips would investigate further and that Cllr Latchford would contact the water
company for suggestions.
If anyone would like any further information on any of the above items, please
contact the Clerk. The next monthly Parish Council meeting will be on Thursday,
12th August 2021 starting at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. All are welcome to attend.

Jude Griffiths
Clerk to the Parish Council.
Tel 745 106.
Email swaffhampriorclerk@gmail.com
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News from Bottisham Medical Practice
Patients’ Participation Group
Change to Appointment System: The practice has experienced unprecedented
demand over recent months and with the easing of lockdown restrictions now expected, it has been decided to change the diary availability in order to better manage
the demand and be able to offer patients more choice in when they have a consultations. Routine appointments will now be pre-booked in advance along with follow
up appointments. This will mean we can more easily manage acute and urgent appointments on the day and plan how and when we deal with routine appointments. It
is hoped that this will provide more continuity for the patients and make it easier to
get through on the phones. Thank you for your co-operation.
Please see attached document from the Practice – Key Facts.
Diabetes: We are pleased to announce that the Surgery is linking with DIABETES UK to offer a Peer Support group for all those living with Type 2 Diabetes.
Meetings will be held monthly and the first will be on Wednesday 14 th July at
10.30 am via Zoom. Whether you are newly diagnosed or have been living with the
condition for years, this gives you the opportunity to discuss your experiences in a
relaxed and friendly manner; to offer and find support, and to perhaps learn more
about the long term effects of the condition.
For more information and to reserve a place, please contact
David.robinson@diabetes.org.uk
Alison McCarthy Social Prescriber.
Next meeting: If you would like to join one of our Zoom meetings please email
our chairman at s.j.gilson@btinternet.com who will send you a meeting invite. Next
regular meeting September 22nd at 2pm.
Bottisham Medical Practice Patients Participation Group

BON MOT NUMBER 120
“The British people have always been generous
to refugees. This is a source of
great national pride and will never change.”
Priti Patel (1972 – )
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FREECYCLE
Everything is free and nothing is expected in return.
If you have any offers or wants, please contact me by the 14 th
of each month by phone (01223 813362/07980 423210), e-mail
(junthompson44@gmail.com) or drop a note through the letter box (23
Longmeadow).
Please let me know if you would like anything repeating in subsequent issues.

Offers
74 x Foolscap sized filing cabinet suspension folders. Zoe 01223 812166
Cream fabric-covered bed-head (4ft 9). Gillian 0123 813810
Sewing Machine (New Home) - In good working order. Lesley 01223 812901
Quantity of new unused audio and computer cables. Bridget 01223 811016
Long beechwood curtain pole - 9’2”(2800mm) long x 35mm diameter. Complete
with rings, ends and 3 wall brackets. Very good condition. Jackie or Tim, 01223813815
Full length floral curtains to fit the above pole. Can be offered separately. See
illustration (pale pink and green on cream background). Jackie or Tim, 01223813815
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Services in August
Sunday 1 August – Ninth Sunday after Trinity;
Green
9am
Online service on Zoom
Village Worship, Village Hall, Quy
10.30am Holy Communion, Bottisham
Wednesday 4 August
8 pm
C by C (a short contemplative service) Online service on Zoom
Sunday 8 August – Tenth Sunday after Trinity; Green
9am
Holy Communion, Quy
10.30am Family Worship, Swaffham Prior – shown on Zoom, technology
permitting
Sunday 15 August – Eleventh Sunday after Trinity; Green
9am
Online service on Zoom
Morning Prayer, Quy
10.30am Holy Communion, Swaffham Bulbeck
Morning Prayer, Bottisham
Sunday 22 August - Twelfth Sunday after Trinity; Green
9am
Online service on Zoom
10.30am Holy Communion, Swaffham Prior
Sunday 29 August – Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity; Green
9am
Online service on Zoom
10.30am Holy Communion, Lode
Each Thursday
10.30am Holy Communion, Lode

All subject to Covid restrictions
Please check http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7378/benefice for
current information; or email admin@angleseygroupparishes.co.uk, also the
address to request the Zoom link.
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Dates for Your Diary August/September 2021
AUGUST
Wed

11

Heat Network drop-in session, Red Lion, 6:30-8:30pm

Thu

12

PC Meeting, VH, 7.30pm [26]

Thu

26

Heat Network drop-in session, Red Lion, 6:30-8:30pm

SEPTEMBER
Wed

1

Bookclub (time and location tbd) [20]

Thu

9

PC Meeting, VH, 7.30

Mon

20

Tue

21

The Dutch Connection, Village Art Course, VH [10]

Wed

22

Crier Copy Deadline

Thu

23

Fri

24

Macmillan Coffee Morning, 10.30am—12 noon [2]

Sat

25

Farewell to the Mother, Moore’s Drove, Wicken Fen [30]

Numbers in square brackets indicate page number of an accompanying article

Club

Contact

Tel.

FOSPS

Date

Time

Place

2nd Mon of
Term

8pm

Village
School

Beavers, Cubs and
Scouts

Tim Doe

01223
861083

Weds
(term)

6:00-7:30pm
Variable

Village
School

Reading Group

Brenda
Wilson

743937

1st Weds
of month

8:00pm

Kent House

Village Gardeners

Ruth Scovil

743720

3rd Tues
of month

8:00pm

Village Hall

WI

Margaret
Joyce

744390

3rd Mon
of month

7.30 pm

Village Hall
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